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[s it Wajib for a Non-Baligh Child to Make
Niyyah of Fardiyyah?

A Question of Intention in the Prayer of a Child
Question: What is the ruling regarding the niyyah of children during
obligatory prayers? Do they make the niyyah of fardiyyah, or leave it out?

Answer:

Imam Ibn Hajar al-Haytam1 & and Imam al-Ramli & both hold opposing
opinions on this mas’alah, and both base their opinions on the writings of

Imam al-Nawawi #Z.



Imam al-Nawawi discusses this mas’alah in both Rawdat al-Talibin' and
al-Majmu* Sharh al-Muhadhdhab,” under his discussion on niyyah of salah

and whether it is required Oor not.

In al-Majmua’, Imam al-Nawawt states that the niyyah will not be required,
since the salah in and of itself is not actually a fard for the child but rather
a nafl, whereas in Rawdah he states that there is no difference between a

mature individual and a child in respect to the niyyah.

Ibn Hajar based his opinion on the tarjih of Imam al-Nawaw1 found in
Rawdah, and al-Ramli held the opposing view mentioned in al—Majma‘.
al-Ramli found that since the prayer of a child, in essence, is a Voluntary

one, there is no need for him to make the niyyah of fardiyyah.’ Ibn Hajar,
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on the other hand, compared the prayer of a child to that of a repeated
prayer (mu‘ddah), as one makes the m'yyah of fardiyyah despite the prayer
being considered Voluntary in essence. Furthermore, he claimed that the
prayer of a child was closer to an obligatory prayer, since children must
stand during the prayer despite standing being optional in voluntary

prayers.4

Al-Khatib al-Shirbint £, Ba Fadl &, and Imam al-Suyuti & maintained
the same opinion as Imam al—RarnlI whereas Shaykh al-Islam Zakariyya

al-Ansart ¢ and al-Shihab al-Ramlt & held the same opinion as Ibn Hajar
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